
    

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: SPOTLIGHT ON COMMUNIT Y

HONORING  

THE  CRANE FAMILY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021



    

“We have always admired the  
entire Crane family both near and 
far. They do it all, they do it best, 
and our community, including the 
Drexel Theatre, is the better for 
having known and loved them. 
Thank you Cranes!” 

 —Don & Teckie Shackelford
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William Avoli
Barbara Brandt

Judy Fisher

Sherri Geldin
Georgia Ruch Gocken

Lucinda Kirk
Trip Lazarus

Bonnie Milenthal
Jonathan Sherman

Richard Stoff

DREXEL GALA COMMITTEE  
CO-CHAIRS

Kim Rice Wilson & Jim Wilson

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: SPOTLIGHT ON COMMUNIT Y

DREXEL GALA  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

6:00 PM 
Cocktail Hour for  

Sponsors & Honorary Committee 

6:45 PM
Drexel Hero program  

begins in person & online

7:30 PM
Dessert & Coffee for  

Sponsors & Honorary Committee

GALA HONORARY CHAIRS 
Jane Grote Abell & Tom Krouse
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OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

PARTNER SPONSORS

ANNIE & BILL AMES

BENSON & CASTO FAMILIES

VICKI CANTER

MARJIE & JEFF COOPERSMITH

EDGE SISTERS

THE GROTE FAMILY

JANET HELGESON &  
FRED ROECKER

ANN & TOM HOAGLIN

LYNNE JEFFREY

LINDA & FRANK KASS

THE LEWIN FAMILY/ 
HAMILTON PARKER COMPANY

PNC BANK

KATHY & FRED RANSIER

ROCKBRIDGE CAPITAL

DR.  LEE SHACKELFORD

VORYS, SATER, SEYMOUR  
& PEASE LLP

SCOTT & MARTA WHITLOCK

KIM & JIM WILSON

FRANCK & LEIGH ANN WOBST

BLOCKBUSTER SPONSORS

CRANE FAMILY

CRANE GROUP

TAD & NANCY JEFFREY FUND 

SHACKELFORD FAMILY FUND

MASTERPIECE SPONSOR

MARY LAZARUS

CLASSIC SPONSORS

CAROL J. ANDREAE & JIM P. GARLAND

DONATOS

JILL JEFFREY KINGSLEY

SUSAN TOMASKY & RON UNGVARSKY

MIRIAM & BERNIE YENKIN

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: SPOTLIGHT ON COMMUNIT Y

COLUMBUS MUSEUM OF ART
COLUMBUS SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
CRABBE BROWN & JAMES LLP
GAY STREET REALTY

GREATER COLUMBUS ARTS COUNCIL
NAI
THE TOP STEAK HOUSE

SPECIAL THANKS TO BELL TREE PRODUCTIONS
BEXLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BEXLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

BEXLEY PARKS & RECREATION
GREGG FRAME STUDIO
LA CATERING/ LIFECARE ALLIANCE



    

Jane Grote Abell & Tom Krouse 
Jane Kirk Ackley & Stan Ackley
Mary & Andy Auch
William Avoli
George Barrett
Amy & Jeremy Baskes
John Behal & Jim Elliott
Constance Bodiker
Lauren Bonfield & Stephen Keyes
Lavea Brachman
Barbara & David Brandt
Team Brown
John & Trish Cadwallader
Jennifer Nelson Carney & John Carney
Vivian Witkind Davis
Elfi Di Bella
Jim & Christina Grote
Christine & Thomas Farquhar
Judy & Ted Fisher
Larry & Marion Fisher
Michael Flamm
June Frankel
Gigi & Samuel Fried
Sherri Geldin & Daniel Verdier
Trish & Bill Gianakopoulos
Barbara & Gary Giller
DeeDee & Herb Glimcher
Georgia Ruch Gocken & Charlie Gocken
Babette T. Gorman & Jack Buckingham
Tom & Lee Ann Hadley
Lemuel E. Harrison, Jr., Esq
Francie & Jim Henry
Marcia & Robert Hershfield
Lisa Hinson
Sam Horner
Larry & Donna James
Kate & Andy Jenks
Kent Johnson & Gillian Thomson
Linda Katz

Tom & Mary Katzenmeyer
Bob & Lucinda Kirk
Peggy Lazarus
Trip & Lexie Lazarus
Vicki & Ron Linville
Parker MacDonell
Thomas Mack & Marikate Leavens
Michael Martz
Bonnie & David Milenthal
Jane Mykrantz & Kiehner Johnson
Ron & Ann Pizzuti
Anne & Bill Porter
Doug Preisse
Carol & Alan Radnor
Charles & Mary Rath
C. Thomas Rice
Julie Robbins & Jerry Friedman
Corde Robinson
Suzy & Rocky Saxbe
Mike Schiff
David R. Schooler
Lenore Schottenstein
Mike Simpson
Lee & Susan Smith
Seyman & Sadie Stern
Carol & Richard Stoff
Ed & Sheila Straub
Bob Tannous
Sheila Torch
Fred Vorys & Anne Marie Sferra
Eric & Amy Wagenbrenner
Joan Wallick
Rodney Wasserstrom
Janie Marr Werum & David Korn
Chad & Melinda Whittington
Kathy & Alec Wightman
Bill & Celeste Williams
Carmen & Denny Wojtanowski

*listing as of 11/30

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021

HONORARY COMMITTEE 



    

Congratulations to the Crane Family! 

Thank you for your continued support to the 

Drexel and our community as a whole. Your 

family is the truest example of giving back 

and transforming lives.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF LOANN CRANE

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE FANTASTIC  
CRANE FAMILY!

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE FANTASTIC  
CRANE FAMILY!
 
IF THE WHOLE FAMILY CAME, THEY COULD PRACTICALLY  
FILL THE ENTIRE THEATRE THAT BEARS THEIR NAME.
 
THEY LOVE THE DREXEL.   

EVERYBODY LOVES THE DREXEL.
 
      Thank you, Crane Family
         —Jill Jeffrey Kingsley



    

Mary Lazarus & Family

“Many thanks and congratulations 

to the Crane Family for all you do 

for the Drexel and our community.”  
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“The Drexel Theatre is a hub that 
is as essential to the future of our 
community as it is a part of our past. 
We are so grateful to the Crane Family 
for their leadership in the past and 
vision for the future.”

Many thanks from 

Ron Ungvarsky & Susan Tomasky

  HERO AWARD

Thank you  to the entire Crane  

Family for being a Drexel Hero!

With gratitude 
to the Crane 
family for all 
they do for our 
community and 
to the Drexel 
Theatre for all 
it adds to our 
lives. 

Jim & Kim Wilson
 



    

  HERO AWARD

The Drexel Hero Award acknowledges individuals who have made exceptional 
contributions in support of the Drexel Theatre and independent film in central Ohio.

The Crane Family is a multi-generational, philanthropic 
force that has supported the Friends of the Drexel since 
its founding in 2009. After the 2016 restoration of the 
historical, Art Deco landmark, the Drexel’s 90-seat cinema 
was named the Crane Family Theatre. Family members 
continue to dedicate annual support to the Drexel, ensuring 
the longevity of the beloved community gathering place, 
and support the community’s arts, education, social 
services, and public projects with  
equal enthusiasm. 

Thank you  to the entire Crane  

Family for being a Drexel Hero!



    

Programs like these will be an essential part of the Drexel success in 2022, 
but we need your help now to ensure these programs will feature the best 
films and subject experts for the pre- and post-screening conversations.

• Drexel Selects  A program like 
our very popular American Greatest 
Film Series (2017–2019), that will reach 
beyond the American Film Institute’s top 
100 films to explore movies and topics 
that interest our film fans. This curated 
series will also feature guest speakers and 
Q&A sessions. 

• Martial Month  A selection of the 
best martial arts films in the world with a 
panel discussion about each film with local 
martial arts instructors. 

• Animation Festival  A month-long 
series of films spanning original animation 
from the silent era to Japanese Anime, 
stop-motion, Claymation, and series of 
short works from around the world.

• Who Dun It?  A month-long series 
on the history of detective work in 
film, including a panel with criminology 
professors and detectives.

• Magical Musical Moments  
Local theatre experts will guide us on a 
journey through the amazing history of 
film musicals.

The donation you provide the Friends of the 
Drexel today will translate into our ability to 
offer more unique opportunities to engage with 
our community through film in 2022.
 
We are developing programming for kids, families, and students to expand their 
support and interest in the Drexel and continue to enrich and entertain film 
lovers of all ages. Here’s a sample of programs on the horizon for next year: 



    
    

Friends of the Drexel, Inc. is a non-profit organization that exists 
to secure and sustain the future of the historic Drexel Theatre as a 
distinctive cultural asset to Bexley and the greater Columbus community.

A B O U T  T H E  D R E X E L  T H E AT R E
 
The Drexel debuted on Christmas Day 1937 and for 
generations, the Drexel Theatre has been central Ohio’s 
first source for independent film and the best of Hollywood 
and international cinema. Named among the “Ten Best 
Art Blessings” by The Columbus Dispatch, the Drexel is 
Columbus’ premier arts cinema, providing unique programming 
in an eclectic, neighborhood film-going experience. The Drexel 
Theatre has officially been added to the National Register 
of Historic Places as a historic place worthy of preservation. 
Selected as a historic building contributing to the community’s 
recreation and culture, the Drexel is only the fifth site in Bexley 
to be honored with this national designation.
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A donation to the Drexel Gala in honor of the 
Crane Family is an essential part of supporting 
and sustaining the Drexel for generations. All 
Gala donors will be recognized on the Drexel 
website and in theatre in 2022. 

QR code to donation portal



    

ABOUT THE DREXEL STAFF

ALAN GABRENYA 
Technical Director 
 
I’ve worked at the Drexel 
since... 2007

Favorite Drexel Memory:  
Getting digital projectors

Favorite Movie: Raising Arizona

Next time you are at the Drexel, ask me about: 
Frank Zappa

MACK GLASGOW 
Assistant Theatre Director 
 
I’ve worked at the Drexel 
since... August 7th, 2013

Favorite Drexel Memory:  
Watching the San  

Francisco Giants win the 2014 World Series in 
Theater 1 after work.

Favorite Movie: Reservoir Dogs

Next time you are at the Drexel, ask me about: 
5th Edition Dungeons and Dragons

BAILEY NOWLIN 
Manager 
 
I’ve worked at the Drexel 
since... 2015

Favorite Drexel Memory:  
Hosting a screening of 

Patriots at the theater

Favorite Movie: Tangled

Next time you are at the Drexel, ask me about: 
Specialty popcorn!

LINDSAY SCHMITT 
Concessionist 
 
I’ve worked at the Drexel 
since... 2020

Favorite Drexel Memory:  
Watching movies with fellow 
staff

Favorite Movie: Once Upon a Time in  
Hollywood

Next time you are at the Drexel, ask me about: 
Running a half-marathon

JEREMY HENTHORN 
Theatre Director 
 
I’ve worked at the Drexel 
since... 2018

Favorite Drexel Memory:  
The Wil Haygood Foxy 

Brown screening and Columbus Film Festival 
Screenings

Favorite Movie: Raiders of the Lost Ark

Next time you are at the Drexel, ask me about:     
Early film history

JASON CHRISTOPHER 
Operations Director 
 
I’ve worked at the Drexel 
since... 2018

Favorite Drexel Memory:  
Getting Joe Bob Briggs  

to come to the theater

Favorite Movie: Taxi Driver

Next time you are at the Drexel, ask me about: 
Horror movies



    

Drexel Members enjoy:
   Discounted tickets

   Free & discounted concessions

   Advance purchase opportunities

   Guest passes

Pays for itself in under five 
visits! Memberships 
start at $25 per year.

Visit drexel.net for details.
         

VIP

BECOME A  
DREXEL MEMBER!

YOUR HOME FOR INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY-FRIENDLY FILMS!



    

Going to the movies has been part of world culture since film was 

created. Anne Frank had photos of Greta Garbo, Rudy Vallee and 

Shirley Temple on the walls of her bedroom hideout in Amsterdam. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt called Temple “Little Miss Miracle” 

for raising the public’s morale during the Depression. In 1930’s 

Tennessee, my mother spent many Saturday mornings at the 

movies in a theater filled with kids watching the Perils of Pauline, 

newsreels and of course, Shirley Temple. Fred’s father, who was raised 

in Michigan, affectionately referred to Shirley Temple as ‘Shir Shir 

Temp” all his life. And she is just one example of cinema’s iconic 

reach.

Movies’ influence in people’s lives has always crossed barriers 

of geography, language and class. Films have changed legal 

verdicts, righted wrongs, delighted and informed film-goers. At 

the Drexel the seats are filled by people who love and delight in 

films of all kinds, films that are often made in other countries and 

in other languages. Films challenge stereotypes. Films change 

perceptions. Going to the movies is fun. Hardly a day goes by without 

one of us quoting from a movie. Just a week ago at the end of a Drexel   

   movie the audience applauded.

         Going to the Drexel is one of the things we love about living in      

                  B
exley. May it live long and prosper.

GOING TO THE MOVIES,  
A Love Letter

 by Janet Helgeson and Fred Roecker



    

Dear Crane Family,

Your kindness 
and involvement 
has helped preserve 
a treasured gift…
The Drexel Theatre!

Much gratitude for 
all the SMILES that 
are because of YOU 
and THE DREXEL 
THEATRE.

      —Vicki Canter

We Know A Good 
Investment When 

We See One!

rockbridgecapital.com

Proud supporters of the Drexel Gala!

T hank you
Crane Family

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease llp
52 East Gay Street

Columbus, Ohio 43215  |  vorys.com

We are proud to support 
the historic Drexel Theatre.

“Thank you  
  to the Crane  
  Family”



    

“Thank you to the 
Crane Family  
for their many  

contributions to  
the Drexel and  

our community.”  
—Dr. Lee Shackelford



    

“Congratulations  
to the Drexel  
Theater for  
continued  

excellence”   

—The Coopersmith Family 

Tile     Masonry     Fireplaces
Garage Doors     Outdoor Living

The Lewin Family & Hamilton 
Parker are proud to support 

the 2021 Drexel Gala!

Elaine Lewin, Adam & Stephanie Lewin, 
Connie & Craig Tuckerman, 
Carrie & Andy Madison

1865 Leonard Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43219 

614.358.7800 | hamiltonparker.com 

Columbus | Delaware | Cincinnati | Cleveland

Dr. Rob Crane was a member of one of my first 
Leadership Columbus classes in the early 1990s.  
I knew that his esteemed father had recently 
passed away and of his father’s extraordinary 
contributions as a steward of Columbus—from 
his role as Chairman of United Way to President 
of the Board of Franklin University, etc. His 
reputation as an incomparable community leader 
was legendary.  

I approached Rob and asked if it might be 
possible to meet with his mom to discuss how we 
could continue her husband’s legacy beyond her 
own efforts and those of her children who have 
“community trusteeship” basically baked into 
their DNA.  

Loann and I met for lunch and I asked if she 
would consider a contribution in her late hus-
band’s name to be held in an endowment at the 
Columbus Foundation.  

I explained that it was essential that we as a 
city were cultivating competent, compassionate 
servant leaders that emulated the characteristics 
demonstrated by her husband. Loann agreed 
that many of her husband’s peers were getting 
older and soon that generation of trustees would 
dwindle even more. 

She heartily and enthusiastically agreed that it 
was imperative that we were always mindful, as a 
community, of preparing leaders who “could step 
up to the plate” and serve the common good.  

The family subsequently provided the seed 
money for the Robert S. Crane, Jr. Trusteeship 
Endowment Fund and it is used primarily for 
tuition assistance for nonprofit leaders and 
others who exhibited true leadership ability but 
did not have the funds to cover their tuition to 
Leadership Columbus. (LC is a nonprofit as 
well, and we rely on contributions as well as 
corporately sponsored participants.)   

Every year in the last 27 since the endowment’s 
inception, there have been approximately 10 
individuals that are the 
proud recipients of tuition 
assistance from the Crane 
family so can participate 
in creating a preferred 
vision for our community 
and work toward a better 
future for ALL Columbus 
citizens.” 
 
—Laurie Stein Marsh



    

Congrats to Cranes 
and 

Fellow Supporters of the Drexel

from Miriam & Bernie Yenkin

 * Bernie was a regular in the audience
when the Drexel opened in 1937!

The Grote Family 
proudly supports the 
2021 Drexel Gala!

Jim & Christina Grote

Thomas Grote & Rick Neal

Jane Grote Abell & Tom Krouse

Katie Grote & Bob Sawyer

Kyle & Teanna Grote

“Congratulations to the entire 
Crane Family. Thank you 
for always leaning in and 
lifting up our community. 
You have built a strong 
foundation of generational 
giving and transformational 
change in individuals 
and neighborhoods. Your 
continued support of the 
Drexel is one example of how 
you make a difference in lives, 
in hearts and in the arts.”  

 —Edge Sisters 
 
Jane Grote Abell, Christie Angel, Trudy Bartley,  
Jeni Britton Bauer, Janelle N. Coleman, Lisa 
Schweitzer Courtice Ph. D., Sandy Doyle-Ahern, 
Francie Henry, Stephanie Hightower, Megan Kilgore, 
Hannah D. Powell, Sue Zazon



    

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
O F F I C E R S

D I R E C T O R S

 
E X-O F F I C I O  D I R E C T O R S

 
D R E X E L  T H E AT R E  T E A M

Chad Whittington
Managing Director  

and CAPA President & CEO
Jeremy Henthorn
Theatre Director

Jessica Morris
Director of Development

John Callahan
Chief Financial Officer
Michael Daniels
Accountant
Scott Vezdos
Marketing Manager

David Crane Richard Stoff
Chairman Emeritus

Carol Zelizer Stoff
Vice Chairman Emeritus

Don Casto
Judy Fisher

Babette T. Gorman

Lucinda Kirk
Trip Lazarus

Kimberly Rice Wilson

Julie Robbins
Jonathan Sherman
Ronald Ungvarksy

Bonnie Milenthal
Chair

Jennifer Nelson Carney 
Vice Chair

Georgia Ruch Gocken
Secretary

Thomas Mack
Treasurer



    
    

THANK YOU!

drexel.net


